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POPE BENEDICT SENDS FIRST-EVER PAPAL TWEET
2012-12-12 Vat ican Radio

Vat ican Radio) Pope Benedict  XVI sent out his f i rst-ever message via Twit ter  under his
personal  Twit ter  handle:  @pont i fex,  on Wednesday. the Holy Father wrote:

“DEAR FRIENDS, I  AM PLEASED TO GET IN TOUCH WITH YOU THROUGH
TWITTER. THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS RESPONSE. I BLESS ALL OF YOU
FROM MY HEART.”

The Secretary of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Social  Communicat ions,  Mons. Paul  Tighe, to ld
Vat ican Radio the event was, “An extraordinary moment,”  adding that the at tent ion to the
event wi th in the “Twit ter-sphere” i tsel f  was qui te impressive:  more than 2 thousand re-
tweets in under two minutes.  I t  is  a lso understood that the Holy Father ’s fo l lowers have
already topped the 1 mi l l ion mark.  Through the course of  the af ternoon, the Holy Father
wi l l  be responding to a ser ies of  quest ions chosen from those submit ted to #askpont i fex.


