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This af ternoon, fo l lowing the celebrat ion of  Vespers,  the cardinals present cont inued to
make their  contr ibut ions.  Count ing both the morning and af ternoon sessions, a total  of
twenty-seven talks were given, touching upon a wide range of  subjects associated with
new evangel isat ion and the Year of  Fai th.

Attent ion was given to the problems of  evangel isat ion in var ious parts of  the wor ld and in
di f ferent cul tures:  The increasing numbers of  Chr ist ians in China despi te di f f icul t ies;  inter-
rel ig ious dialogue and the struggle against  poverty in India;  the t r ia ls faced by Chr ist ians in
the countr ies of  the Middle East;  the importance of  popular rel ig iosi ty for  evangel isat ion in
Lat in America;  the chal lenge of  secular ism which tends to marginal ise rel ig ion f rom social
l i fe in the West;  chal lenges and di f f icul t ies as wel l  as encouraging prospects and events
that are s igns of  hope, such as new and vivacious ecclesiast ical  exper iences l ike World
Youth Days and Internat ional  Euchar ist ic Congresses.

Discussion also focused on the educat ional  emergency, the renewal of  catechesis,  the
transmission of  fa i th to young people,  the format ion of  evangel isers ( lay people,  re l ig ious
and pr iests) ,  and the importance of  a mature fa i th capable of  wi tness and discernment
before the real i t ies of  today's wor ld.
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Suggest ions were made for the for thcoming Year of  Fai th.  These included in-depth
analyses to accompany the var ious per iods of  the l i turgical  year,  encouraging pi lgr images
to the Holy Land and to Rome, and favour ing new forms of  popular mission.

Emphasis was given to the ecumenical  commitment of  Chr ist ians in announcing their
shared fai th in Chr ist ,  the val id i ty of  Vat ican Counci l  I I  as a compass to guide the Church's
journey today, the importance of  bear ing wi tness to Chr ist ian joy and sanct i ty,  and the
endur ing fascinat ion of  the saints.

Before praying the Angelus at  around 7 p.m.,  the Holy Father concluded the session with
some words of  h is own. He thanked the relators -  descr ib ing the talk of  cardinal-designate
Archbishop Timothy Dolan as "st imulat ing,  joyful  and profound",  and that of  Archbishop
Fisichel la as "a r ich contr ibut ion of  ideas and in i t iat ives" -  and al l  the part ic ipants.  Their
words had represented a "broad mosaic of  ideas and proposals",  he said.  The Pope also
highl ighted the importance Vat ican Counci l  I I  has for  "rediscover ing of  the contemporary
importance of  Jesus and the fai th".  He under l ined the need for an authent ic renewal of
catechesis in order to highl ight  i ts  precious content of  t ruth,  and to react against  what has
been def ined as "rel ig ious i l l i teracy".  He reaff i rmed the need for profound convict ion of  the
truth of  God's revelat ion in His Son Jesus Christ ,  because " i f  there is no truth,  we have
no compass and do not know where to go",  and "only i f  there is t ruth can l i fe be r ich and
beaut i fu l" .  Without th is convict ion,  "we cannot re-evangel ise humankind today".

Since God is love, t ruth is expressed in char i ty,  and char i ty in turn "reveals the t ruth".  The
Pope concluded by saying that the motto of  the Year of  Fai th could be summarised in the
words: "Liv ing t ruth in char i ty" .


