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POPE ACADEMIES MESSAGE: THE ARTIST IS A WITNESS TO THE
BEAUTY OF FAITH
2012-11-21 Vat ican Radio

Pope Benedict  sent a message to the president of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Cul ture,
Cardinal  Gianfranco Ravasi  on the occasion of  the seventeenth session of  the Pont i f ical
Academies publ ic meet ing,  held Wednesday af ternoon in the Great Hal l  of  the Palace of
St.  Pius X in the Vat ican.

In his message Pope Benedict  recal ls a quote f rom a more recent Moto Propr io “The art ist ,
l ike the Church, is a wi tness to the beauty of  the fa i th.”

The Pope says "The beauty of  the fa i th can never be an obstacle to the creat ion of  ar t is t ic
beauty,  s ince i t  is  in some ways i ts l i feblood and the ul t imate hor izon."

"The true art ist”  he goes on to say is the guardian of  the beauty of  the wor ld and thanks to
his or her unique aesthet ic sensibi l i ty  and intui t ion they can grasp and accept deeper than
others the beauty of  their  fa i th and communicate i t  to others.

The art ist  the Holy Father cont inues can part ic ipate wi th their  own speci f ic  and or ig inal
contr ibut ion to the vocat ion and mission of  the Church, especial ly when, in the di f ferent
art  forms, they are cal led to create works of  ar t  d i rect ly related to the exper ience of  fa i th
and worship,  and the l i turgy of  the Church.

Pope Benedict  concludes his message by invi t ing art ists at  the beginning of  th is Year of
Fai th,  to ensure that they see their  ar t is t ic career as a journey to become whole,  in which
al l  d imensions of  human l i fe are involved, so they witness ef fect ively the beauty of  fa i th in
Jesus Christ ,  the image of  the glory of  God that i l luminates the history of  mankind. Listen
to th is report  by Lydia O’Kane


