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I t  is  the duty of  the Church to proclaim always and everywhere the Gospel  of  Jesus
Christ .  He, the f i rst  and supreme evangel izer,  commanded the Apost les on the day of  h is
Ascension to the Father:  “Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  bapt iz ing them in
the name of the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spir i t ,  teaching them to observe al l
that  I  have commanded you” (Mt 28:19-20).  Fai thful  to th is mandate,  the Church—a people
chosen by God to declare his wonderful  deeds (cf .  1 Peter 2:9)—ever s ince she received
the gi f t  of  the Holy Spir i t  on the day of  Pentecost (cf .  Acts 2:14),  has never t i red of  making
known to the whole wor ld the beauty of  the Gospel  as she preaches Jesus Christ ,  t rue
God and true man, the same “yesterday and today and for ever”  (Heb 13:8),  who, by his
death and Resurrect ion,  brought us salvat ion and ful f i l led the promise made of  o ld.  Hence
the mission of  evangel izat ion,  a cont inuat ion of  the work desired by the Lord Jesus, is
necessary for  the Church: i t  cannot be over looked; i t  is  an expression of  her very nature.

In the course of  h istory,  th is mission has taken on new forms and employed new strategies
according to di f ferent places, s i tuat ions,  and histor ical  per iods.  In our own t ime, i t  has
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been part icular ly chal lenged by an abandonment of  the fa i th—a phenomenon progressively
more manifest  in societ ies and cul tures which for centur ies seemed to be permeated by
the Gospel .  The social  changes we have witnessed in recent decades have a long and
complex history,  and they have profoundly al tered our way of  looking at  the wor ld.  We need
only th ink of  the many advances in science and technology, the expanding possibi l i t ies
with regard to l i fe and indiv idual  f reedom, the profound changes in the economic sphere,
and the mixing of  races and cul tures caused by global-scale migrat ion and an increasing
interdependence of  peoples.  Al l  of  th is has not been without consequences on the rel ig ious
dimension of  human l i fe as wel l .  I f  on the one hand humanity has der ived undeniable
benef i ts f rom these changes, and the Church has drawn from them further incent ives
for bear ing wi tness to the hope that is wi th in her (cf .  1 Pt 3:15),  on the other hand
there has been a t roubl ing loss of  the sense of  the sacred, which has even cal led into
quest ion foundat ions once deemed unshakeable such as fa i th in a provident creator God,
the revelat ion of  Jesus Christ  as the one Saviour,  and a common understanding of  basic
human exper iences: i .e. ,  b i r th,  death,  l i fe in a fami ly,  and reference to a natural  moral  law.

Even though some consider these things a k ind of  l iberat ion,  there soon fol lows an
awareness that an inter ior  desert  resul ts whenever the human being, wishing to be the
sole archi tect  of  h is nature and dest iny,  f inds himsel f  depr ived of  that  which is the very
foundat ion of  a l l  th ings.

The Second Vat ican Counci l  a l ready included among i ts central  topics the quest ion of  the
relat ionship between the Church and the modern wor ld.  In v iew of  th is conci l iar  teaching,
my Predecessors ref lected further on the need to f ind adequate ways to help the people of
our t ime to hear the l iv ing and eternal  Word of  the Lord.

With foresight,  the Servant of  God Paul  VI noted that the task of  evangel izat ion,  “as a resul t
of  the f requent s i tuat ions of  dechr ist ianizat ion in our day, also proves equal ly necessary
for innumerable people who have been bapt ized but who l ive qui te outside Chr ist ian l i fe,
for  s imple people who have a certain fa i th but an imperfect  knowledge of  the foundat ions
of that  fa i th,  for  intel lectuals who feel  the need to know Jesus Christ  in a l ight  d i f ferent
from the instruct ion they received as chi ldren, and for many others” (Apostol ic Exhortat ion
Evangel i i  Nunt iandi ,  n.  52).  Moreover,  having in mind those distant f rom the fai th,  he
added that the evangel iz ing act ion of  the Church “must constant ly seek the proper means
and language for present ing,  or  represent ing,  to them God’s revelat ion and fai th in Jesus
Christ”  ( ib id. , n.  56).

The Venerable Servant of  God John Paul  I I  made this urgent task a central  point  of  h is
far-reaching Magister ia l  teaching, referr ing to i t  as the “new evangel izat ion,”  which he
systemat ical ly explored in depth on numerous occasions—a task that st i l l  bears upon the
Church today, part icular ly in regions Chr ist ianized long ago. Al though this task direct ly
concerns the Church’s way of  re lat ing ad extra ,  i t  nevertheless presupposes f i rst  of
al l  a constant inter ior  renewal,  a cont inuous passing, so to speak, f rom evangel ized
to evangel iz ing.  I t  is  enough to recal l  what was af f i rmed in the Post-Synodal  Apostol ic
Exhortat ion Christ i f ideles Laic i :  “Whole countr ies and nat ions where rel ig ion and the
Christ ian l i fe were formerly f lour ishing and capable of  foster ing a v iable and working
community of  fa i th,  are now put to a hard test ,  and in some cases, are even undergoing
a radical  t ransformat ion,  as a resul t  of  a constant spreading of  an indi f ference to rel ig ion,
of  secular ism and atheism. This part icular ly concerns countr ies and nat ions of  the so-
cal led First  World,  in which economic wel l -being and consumerism, even i f  coexistent wi th
a t ragic s i tuat ion of  poverty and misery,  inspires and sustains a l i fe l ived ‘as i f  God did not
exist ’ .  This indi f ference to rel ig ion and the pract ice of  re l ig ion devoid of  t rue meaning in the
face of  l i fe 's very ser ious problems, are not less worry ing and upsett ing when compared
with declared atheism. Sometimes the Chr ist ian fa i th as wel l ,  whi le maintaining some of the
externals of  i ts  t radi t ion and r i tuals,  tends to be separated from those moments of  human
existence which have the most s igni f icance, such as,  b i r th,  suf fer ing and death [ . . . ] .

“On the other hand, in other regions or nat ions many vi ta l  t radi t ions of  p iety and popular
forms of  Chr ist ian rel ig ion are st i l l  conserved; but today this moral  and spir i tual  patr imony
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runs the r isk of  being dispersed under the impact of  a mult ip l ic i ty of  processes, including
secular izat ion and the spread of  sects.  Only a re-evangel izat ion can assure the growth of
a c lear and deep fai th,  and serve to make these tradi t ions a force for authent ic f reedom.

“Without doubt a mending of  the Chr ist ian fabr ic of  society is urgent ly needed in al l  parts
of  the wor ld.  But for  th is to come about what is needed is to f i rst  remake the Chr ist ian
fabr ic of  the ecclesial  community i tsel f  present in these countr ies and nat ions” (n.  34).

Making my own the concerns of  my venerable Predecessors,  I  consider i t  opportune to
offer appropr iate responses so that the ent i re Church, al lowing hersel f  to be regenerated
by the power of  the Holy Spir i t ,  may present hersel f  to the contemporary wor ld wi th a
missionary impulse in order to promote the new evangel izat ion.  Above al l ,  th is pertains to
Churches of  ancient or ig in,  which l ive in di f ferent s i tuat ions and have di f ferent needs, and
therefore require di f ferent types of  mot ivat ion for  evangel izat ion:  in certain terr i tor ies,  in
fact ,  despi te the spread of  secular izat ion,  Chr ist ian pract ice st i l l  thr ives and shows i tsel f
deeply rooted in the soul  of  ent i re populat ions;  in other regions, however,  there is a c lear ly
a distancing of  society f rom the fai th in every respect,  together wi th a weaker ecclesial
fabr ic,  even i f  not  wi thout elements of  l ivel iness that the Spir i t  never fa i ls  to awaken;
we also sadly know of some areas that have almost completely abandoned the Chr ist ian
rel ig ion,  where the l ight  of  the fa i th is entrusted to the wi tness of  smal l  communit ies:  these
lands, which need a renewed f i rst  proclamat ion of  the Gospel ,  seem part icular ly resistant
to many aspects of  the Chr ist ian message.

This var iety of  s i tuat ions demands careful  d iscernment;  to speak of  a “new evangel izat ion”
does not in fact  mean that a s ingle formula should be developed that would hold the same
for al l  c i rcumstances. And yet i t  is  not  d i f f icul t  to see that what al l  the Churches l iv ing in
tradi t ional ly Chr ist ian terr i tor ies need is a renewed missionary impulse, an expression of
a new, generous openness to the gi f t  of  grace. Indeed we cannot forget that  the f i rst  task
wi l l  a lways be to make ourselves doci le to the f reely given act ion of  the Spir i t  of  the Risen
One who accompanies al l  who are heralds of  the Gospel  and opens the hearts of  those who
l isten. To proclaim frui t fu l ly  the Word of  the Gospel  one is f i rst  asked to have a profound
exper ience of  God.

As I  stated in my f i rst  Encycl ical  Deus Cari tas Est :  “Being Christ ian is not the resul t  of  an
ethical  choice or a lof ty idea, but the encounter wi th an event,  a person, which gives l i fe
a new hor izon and a decis ive direct ion” (n.  1) .  L ikewise, at  the root of  a l l  evangel izat ion
l ies not a human plan of  expansion, but rather the desire to share the inest imable gi f t  that
God has wished to give us,  making us sharers in his own l i fe.

Therefore,  in the l ight  of  these ref lect ions,  having examined everything careful ly and
having el ic i ted the opinions of  experts,  I  establ ish and decree the fol lowing:

Art.  1.

§ 1.  The Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  the Promot ion of  the New Evangel izat ion is establ ished as a
Dicastery of  the Roman Curia in compl iance with the Apostol ic Const i tut ion Pastor Bonus .

§ 2.  The Counci l  pursues i ts own ends both by encouraging ref lect ion on topics of  the new
evangel izat ion,  and by ident i fy ing and promot ing sui table ways and means to accompl ish i t .

Art.  2.
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The act ion of  the Counci l ,  which is carr ied out in col laborat ion wi th the other Dicaster ies
and Organisms of  the Roman Curia,  wi th respect for  their  re lat ive competencies,  is  at
the service of  the part icular Churches, especial ly in those terr i tor ies of  Chr ist ian t radi t ion
where the phenomenon of  secular izat ion is more obviously apparent.

Art.  3.

Among the speci f ic  tasks of  the Counci l  are part icular ly the fo l lowing:

1º.  to examine in depth the theological  and pastoral  meaning of  the new evangel izat ion;

2º.  to promote and to foster,  in c lose col laborat ion wi th the Bishops’  Conferences
concerned—which may establ ish ad hoc organisms—the study, disseminat ion,  and
implementat ion of  the Papal  Magister ium related to topics connected with the new
evangel izat ion;

3º.  to make known and to support  in i t iat ives l inked to the new evangel izat ion that
are already being put into pract ice in var ious part icular Churches, and to promote the
real izat ion of  new projects by act ively involv ing the resources present in Inst i tutes of
Consecrated Li fe and in Societ ies of  Apostol ic Li fe,  as wel l  as in groups of  the fa i thful  and
in new communit ies;

4º.  to study and to encourage the use of  modern forms of  communicat ion as instruments
for the new evangel izat ion;

5º.  to promote the use of  the Catechism of the Cathol ic Church as an essent ia l  and
complete formulat ion of  the content of  the fa i th for  the people of  our t ime.

Art.  4.

§ 1.  The Counci l  is  d i rected by an Archbishop President,  assisted by a Secretary,  by an
Under-Secretary and by an appropr iate number of  Off ic ia ls,  in accordance with the norms
establ ished by the Apostol ic Const i tut ion Pastor Bonus and by the General  Regulat ions of
the Roman Curia.

§ 2.  The Counci l  wi l l  have i ts own Members and may avai l  i tsel f  of  i ts  own Consul tors.

I  order that  a l l  that  has been establ ished by th is Motu Propr io may have ful l  and
permanent value, notwithstanding anything to the contrary,  even i f  i t  be worthy of  part icular
ment ion,  and I  establ ish that  i t  be promulgated through publ icat ion in the dai ly newspaper
L'Osservatore Romano and that i t  come into force on the day of  i ts  promulgat ion.

Given at  Castel  Gandolfo on the 21st day of  September 2010, the Feast of  Saint  Matthew,
Apost le and Evangel ist ,  the s ixth year of  my Pont i f icate.

BENEDETTO PP. XVI
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